
governors, US Senators and 
members of Congress, as well 
as leaders in state 
government.  

The Council of State 
Governments is the premier 
multibranch organization 
forecasting policy trends for 
the community of states, 
commonwealths and 
territories on a national and 
regional basis. CSG alerts 
state elected and appointed 
officials to emerging social, 
economic, and political 
trends; offers innovative 
state policy responses to 
rapidly changing conditions; 
and advocates multistate 
problem-solving to maximize 
resources and 
competitiveness. CSG 
promotes excellence in 
decision-making and 
leadership skills and 
champions state sovereignty.  

Senator Flanagan is one of 
48 promising state leaders 
from across the nation 
selected for the prestigious 
Toll Fellowship Program 
sponsored by The Council of 
State Governments (CSG), 
September 9-14, 2011 

The annual week-long 
seminar, named in honor of 
Henry Toll, a Colorado 
senator who founded CSG in 
1933, seeks to develop the 
next generation of leaders 
from all three branches of 
state government.  This 
year's dynamic program, 
held in Lexington, Kentucky, 
focuses on trends analysis, 
policy development, media 

and constituent relations, 
and leadership and 
institutional changes. The 
experience gives these 
leaders perspectives they 
would not ordinarily obtain 
during the course of their 
regular governmental 
service. 

Senator Flanagan was 
nominated by Senate 
President Pro Tempore, 
Senator Stanley C. 
Rosenberg (D-Amherst). 
Senator Flanagan was 
selected from many 
outstanding applicants by a 
committee of state elected 
and appointed officials as 
one of the most promising 
leaders of state government. 
This yearôs applicant pool 
included state leaders from 
all three branches and 
represented 42 states and 
two US territories. Past Toll 
Fellowship graduates include 

Flanagan Chosen As a 2011 Henry Toll Fellow  

Johnsonia, 520 Main Street, Fitchburg Fire Relief  

In the wake of the 
devastating 6-alarm fire that 
ripped through the 
Johnsonia Building in 
Fitchburg, many people are 
wondering how they can 
offer help to those affected.  

The United Way of North 
Central Massachusetts has 
established the Johnsonia 
Relief Fund to benefit the 
victims of the fire.  Donors 

may make checks out to 
United Way of North Central 
Massachusetts (UWNCM) 
with a note for the Johnsonia 
Relief Fund, or go to their 
website ï www.uwncm.org -
and click on the donate 
button, which can be found 
on United Wayôs home 
page.  United Way will work 
with itsô partners to ensure 
100% of the funds go to aid 

those in need due to this 
tragedy.  

The Red Cross of Worcester 
has been coordinating relief 
efforts to residents. They are 
accepting donations online 
at: https://
chapterneighborhood.wufoo.
com/forms/central -and-
western-massachusetts-
online-donation/ . 
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Senator Jen Flanagan represents the Worcester & Middlesex State Senate 
District which  includes the following cities and towns:  Ashby, Bolton, 
Precincts1&2 of Clinton, Fitchburg, Gardner, Lancaster, Leominster, Lunenburg, 
Sterling, Townsend and Westminster  

 

The Fitchburg Senior Center 
is accepting donations for 
victims especially food, gift 
certificates and toiletry 
items. 

Local DJ Darin Boisvert is 
organizing a fundraiser for 
the victims of the fire. Please 
email him at 
darin@perfectmix.net if you 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Senator Flanagan recently 

attended the annual 

Massachusetts Department of 

Mental Health Central -West 

Area Citizen's Breakfast at 

Worcester Technical High 

School.  The event provides an 

opportunity for people with 

mental illness, family members, 

providers and advocates to 

interact with state legislators.  

 ñThis is an opportunity for the 

mental health community ð

consumers, families, providers 

and advocatesðto meet with 

their legislators, thank them for 

their support and discuss with 

them the many services DMH 

provides to individuals with 

serious mental illness,ò said 

Commissioner Barbara A. 

Leadholm, M.S., M.B.A.  

The theme of this yearôs DMH 

breakfast series is ñCommunity 

First and Our Future.ò The 

eventôs centerpiece is the 

personal stories shared by 

DMH consumers and their 

families. Their experiences put 

a face on mental illness, 

demonstrate that treatment 

works and remind us that 

people with mental illness can 

achieve important 

accomplishments and most 

importantly, recover and lead 

satisfying and productive lives.   

More than 250 people including 

legislators, consumers, family 

members and advocates and 

providers attended the 

breakfast. 

and shopping.  She also 
receives assistance with 
personal care at this time.  
Mrs. Carbone began her 
working career as a hair 
dresser and reminisces about 
using a curling iron that was 
heated with a flame.  Mrs. 
Carbone and her husband 
were owners of ñCarboneôs 
Pizzaò where they worked side 
by side until his death.  When 
asked about the secret to her 

Senator Flanagan  visited with 
Montachusett Home Care 
consumer Anna Carbone of 
Fitchburg.  

Mrs. Carbone is 100 years old 
and resides at the Sundial 
Apartments in Fitchburg.  
Mrs. Carbone has been a 
consumer of Montachusett 
Home Care since 2002, 
initially needing assistance 
with her housework, laundry 

longevity, Mrs. Carbone 
shares how she ñalways ate 
fresh food.ò  She also states 
that she has a sister two years 
younger than she and her 
mother lived to be 100 plus 
three months old.  Mrs. 
Carbone has two daughters 
who live nearby.  They visit 
her often to offer assistance 
any way they can.  Mrs. 
Carbone enjoys crocheting 

(Continued on page 4) 

Department of Mental Health Breakfast Held  

Keeping the Heart in Home Care  

Flanagan & Malia Co -Chair Nonprofit Caucus  

are those small to mid-size 

organizations whose heroic 

efforts often go unrecognized.  

Most nonprofits in my district 

operate on shoestring budgets 

with very little help, yet 

continue to do amazing work 

for their clients in need.  I am 

honored to join Chairwoman 

Malia as co-chair of this 

important Caucus. ò said 

Senator Flanagan. 

The Nonprofit Caucus was 

formed to provide a voice for 

Massachusetts nonprofit 

organizations struggling in 

these tough economic times.  

Recent stories about large 

insurance companiesô 

nonprofit status cloud the story 

of most nonprofits which are 

struggling in the face of 

expanded needs and 

decreasing revenues.    All 

nonprofits should have a voice 

on Beacon Hill. 

Senator Flanagan and 

Representative Liz Malia (D-

Boston) have been chosen to be 

the co-chairs for the newly 

formed Nonprofit Caucus 

which will serve as a bipartisan 

forum for legislators and the 

Patrick administration to 

collaborate on issues that 

impact nonprofits throughout 

the Commonwealth. 

ñThe vast majority of 

nonprofits in Massachusetts 
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Senator Jen Flanagan  

Ms. Anna Carbone and 
Senator Flanagan during a 
Home Care Visit  

Senator Flanagan with 
Department of Mental 
Health Commissioner 
Barbara A. Leadholm   

 ñSo many of the 

nonprofits in my 

district are effective, 

efficient, and 

essential to the 

community they 

serve. They do good 

work, and they do it 

well.  They need a 

policy environment 

that helps them 

continue this work 

and strengthen our 

communities. This 

Caucus will help 

create that,ò said 

Senator Flanagan.  



The North Middlesex Regional 

School District is slated to receive 

an Innovation Schools planning 

grant, which provides $15,000 of 

funding to the district. Funds for 

these grant awards are provided 

in accordance with 

Massachusettsô Race to the Top 

plan as well as through a ñNext 

Generation Learning Modelsò 

grant received from the Gates 

Foundation.  

Innovation Schools, 

established in Chapter 12 of 

the Acts of 2010, are in-district 

public schools with some of 

the autonomies and 

flexibilities typically associated 

with charter schools. Initial 

prospectuses for these 

Innovation Schools have been 

approved at the local level by 

the superintendent of schools, 

leader of the teacherôs union 

and school committee 

members. 

ñInnovation Schools represent a 
major step forward in our 
education reform agenda,ò said 
Lieutenant Governor Murray. 
ñThis funding will support the 
development of detailed local 
plans that would establish several 
brand new, high-quality 
Innovation Schools and provide 
exciting options for students 
heading into the new school 
year.ò 

A signature component of 
Governor Deval Patrick's 
Achievement Gap Act of 2010, 
Innovation Schools are in-district, 
charter-like public schools that 
employ inventive strategies and 
creative approaches to education 
while keeping school funding 
within districts. Innovation 
Schools can utilize greater 
autonomy and flexibility with 
regard to curriculum, staffing, 
budget, schedule/calendar, 
professional development and 
district policies.  
 
The proposed schools cover the 
span of grades from kindergarten 
through high school, and many 
are organized around specific 
themes such as STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 

from Boston for a day of 

community service. Reif was 

chosen and pledged to do 

something similar in his 

hometown.  

There were many stations 

through out town in which 

people could volunteer at, 

including schools, parks, the 

senior center, various senior 

On April 30, Lunenburg 

students led by  eighth grader 

James Reif, took to the streets  

to make a difference in their 

community with a spring 

clean up day.   

 Project 582 is based on Gov. 

Deval Patrickôs proposal with 

the same name, recently 

brought one eighth-grader 

homes and the Pat Brody 

Animal Shelter.  

Locations were chosen by a 

Steering Committee made up 

of students ranging from fifth 

grade to high school from 

schools across the district 

based on needs they felt 

needed to addressed.  

North Middlesex School District receives Innovation School Grant  

Project 582 in Lunenburg  

Johnsonia Fire Relief (from page 1)  

Ginnyôs Thrift Store in 
Leominster is also accepting 
clothing donations.  Please 
call 978-537-1387 for more 
information.   

Main Street and Putnam 
Street will remain closed for 
the time being until 
conditions are safe around 
the exterior of the building. If 
Civic Days or the Longsjo 
Bike races are affected, they 
City will make an 

announcement as soon as 
possible.  Fitchburg city 
department staff, structural 
engineers, and contractors have 
been inside the building 
assessing damage to see what 
needs to happen to make the 
building safe for occupants to 
return to collect belongings .  

For more information and for 
continued updates on relief 
efforts, please reach out to 
Mayor Lisa Wongôs office at 
978-345-9550. 

would like more information 
about assisting Darin with the 
fundraising efforts.   
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Participants of Project 582 with 

Senator Flanagan, from left:  

Emma Jones, Kate Rinaldi, 

James Reif, Senator Flanagan 

and Autumn Burrell  

ñ I have heard 

about people with 

affected 

coworkers,  such as at 

Fitchburg State 

University and the 

Sentinel, reach out to 

help their colleagues. 

It is so encouraging to 

see the community 

come together,ò said 

Fitchburg Mayor Lisa 

Wong.  

Math) instruction, dual language 
instruction, providing alternative 
educational opportunities, and 
arts instruction, among other 
themes and areas of focus. The 
teams that are creating these 
schools are taking full advantage 
of the autonomy and flexibility 
that are at the core of the 
Innovation School model. For 
example, the proposed schools 
will operate with different 
schedules that will significantly 
increase instructional time for 
students and professional 
learning time for educators, 
provide more targeted learning 
opportunities for students based 
on their individual needs and 
allocate resources differently to 
maximize effectiveness and 
efficiency. 
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which is based in 
Massachusetts, will feature 
internship opportunities in 
Massachusetts that 
companies are invited to post 
for free and is being pitched 
by the marketing office as "a 
one-stop shop for students 
searching for statewide 
internship opportunities, 
while still allowing 
companies to maintain their 

The state launched a web site 
that it hopes will serve as a 
clearinghouse for internship 
opportunities in 
Massachusetts.  The site, 
promoted by the 
Commonwealth Marketing 
Office, is part of an effort to 
convince college students 
and recent graduates to stay 
in Massachusetts.  The site, 
powered by Experience.com, 

own application process and 
individual posting 
mechanisms.  The site 
currently features more than 
100 internships, including 
posts from iRobot, 
Karmaloop, Endeca, Big 
Belly Solar, 451 Marketing 
and Vistaprint.  The site 
address is 
www.massitsallhere.com/
stayhere. 

State Launches Web Site for Internships  

State House Office 
Room 410 
Boston, MA 02133 
617-722-1230 
Mondayï Friday  
9 am-5 pm 

Leominster District Office  
Gallagher Building  
24 Church St 
Leominster, MA 01453 
978-534-3388 
Mondayï Friday 9 amï 5 pm 

S e n a t o r  
F l a n a g a n ' s  

O f f i c e s  

Gardner District Office  
Gardner City Hall  
95 Pleasant St, Room 214 
Gardner, MA 01440 
978-632-9219 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
8 amï 4 pm 

Visit us online!  

www.jenflanagan.com 

human face of home careðto 
meet the people in their 
district who depend upon 
home care, and the people 
who make it happen. 

Located in Leominster, with a 
satellite office in Gardner, 
Montachusett Home Care 
Corporation is a non-profit 
organization that helps frail 
elders and disabled adults in 

and cooking and visiting with 
friends and family.  

Senator Flanaganôs visit with 
Mrs. Carbone was one of 
several visits being made to 
Montachusett clients this 
month to give area  legislators 
an opportunity to see more 
than a ñbunch of facts and 
figuresò regarding home care.  
It provides them with the 

north central Massachusetts 
to remain in their homes in 
comfort, safety, and dignity 
and to avoid nursing home 
placement by providing a 
variety of services and 
programs. Funding for these 
services is provided by the 
federal and state 
governments, as well as 
private sources.  

Keeping the Heart in Home Care (from page 2) 

Senate and House Committee on Ways and 

Means Public Hearing  

Gardner Elks Club Round Table Discussion with AP 

Government Students from GHS  

http://www.massitsallhere.com/stayhere
http://www.massitsallhere.com/stayhere

